MBAA District Rocky Mountain - Press Release

Subject: Summer District Meeting August 13, 2008
District Rocky Mountain members and their guests assembled at the new Oskar Blues Brewery in Longmont, Colorado for their summer meeting.  Over seventy members and guests came to enjoy an evening of camaraderie, to conduct the District’s business affairs, and to have a technical exchange, all while sampling the brewery’s fine ales.  As an added treat, the Miller Coors team brought samples of the new Hermann Joseph’s Private Reserve for all to taste.
President Jeff Biegert, New Belgium Brewing Co., presided over the business meeting.  He reported that our district is in fine financial shape.  Membership has grown to over 160.  The district’s officers and committee members presented reports on their area’s respective objectives and plans for the remainder of the year.  Entertainment chair, Steve Woodward, Fort Collins Feed, reminded everyone to make reservations for the fall “Out-of-Towner” being held in Dillon, Colo. September 19-21.  The meeting will convene at the Dillon Dam Brewery.  Activities for the event include a Friday night “pub crawl” to the three local breweries sponsored by the district, a technical presentation by the Miller Coors Brewing Co., a Saturday afternoon barbeque and the annual horseshoe championships.  All were reminded that the District’s fall meeting will again be held jointly with the ASBC’s local Wild West Chapter at the Miller Coors Brewing Co. in Golden, Colo. on November 6.
The evening’s technical presentation started with a song written and sung by Marty Jones, Oskar Blues’ Lead Singer/Idea Man.  His song, entitled “Ballad of the Lyon’s Hillbillies,” briefly told the story of how Dale Katechis founded the brewery in Lyon, Colorado, and the escapades he and his crew have gone through to get to where they are now – the first small brewer to can beer for sale.
Two brewery-made videos, one a somewhat irreverent history of the brewery, and the other titled “History of the Canned Beer Apocalypse” introduced the brewery and its operations to the audience.  Dale started the brewpub in 1996.  In June 2002, the brewery began hand canning of their signature beer Dale’s Pale Ale.  Their first can filler operated at a speed of two cans per minute.  What they learned from the experience was that, “cans deliver fresh beer to the consumer.”  The benefits of the can over a bottle, “made us laugh” said Mr. Katechis.  The brewery started with a capacity of 700 barrels with sales only through the brewpub.  To meet the increasing demand for canned beer, a new JV Northwest 50-barrel brewery was started-up in Longmont this past spring.  This facility has allowed Oskar’s sales to grow past 12,000 barrels with distribution in 22 states.  The team at Oskar Blues is proud of their innovation and its impact on the industry.  There are now over 30 small breweries selling their beers in cans.  At the conclusion of the presentation, an in-depth tour of the brewing, fermenting and canning facilities occurred.  
The meeting concluded with an excellent dinner prepared by the staff from the brewpub’s restaurant.  The attendees are grateful to Dale Katechis, his staff and the brewpub restaurant’s staff for their hospitality and the welcome they provided.  
Steve Presley

Publicity Chairman, Past President

District Rocky Mountain

Accompanying Photos

Attendees.jpg – A view of the assembled attendees during the technical presentation with the fermentation vessels as a backdrop
Speakers.jpg – Oskar Blues Brewery members Dale Katechis and Marty Jones are shown accepting copies of “The Practical Brewer” and “A Handbook of Basic Brewing Calculations” from district President Jeff Biegert (New Belgium Brewing Co.)

CanLine.jpg – Anheuser-Busch, Inc employees Julie Glass, Erin McRae, Lindsay Samuels and Stacy Pretz at Oskar Blues Breery’s can filling line

BluesCrew.jpg – The staff at Oskar Blues Brewery ( Dale Katechis, Wayne Bowers, Marty Ochs, Jeremy Rudolph, Eric Huber, Wayne Anderson, Kimi Hendrix, Charles Edison, Dave Chichura, Chad Melis, Marty Jones, Mike Hall, Rich Barthel, Katin Jones and Dave Bleve) in the brewhouse.
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